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Temple Mission Statement “To offer those in the Pacific Northwest an enduring community that values
inclusiveness and acceptance in seeking enlightenment through Japanese Shin Buddhist teachings.”

—_— , Not Hindering the Buddha’s Compassion Rev.
Sensei's Message | Takashi Miyaji

I would like to continue on the topic of Shin Buddhist Ethics and move on to the fifth point that
one does not hinder the spread of Amida Buddha’s Compassion. In other words, this means
that the person will work to share the compassion of Amida Buddha to other people. This is not
to say that one now has possession of Amida’s compassion and somehow gives that to others
but rather, that the person knows that Amida directs Great Compassion to all beings. Therefore, one does not
hinder the Buddha’s compassion from spreading to others.

To help explain this point, | would like to share an example that was given by Tanluan, one of the Pure Land
Masters. In it, Tanluan likens Amida Buddha’s vow to that of a torch that burns away the shrubs of blind
passions. There may still be many sentient beings that remain in the world of delusion and although the torch
itself is exhausted, the flames of the Buddha'’s wish still continues to burn throughout the generations of
sentient beings. (Collected Works of Shinran, 168).



To explain this example a little more, imagine there is a large incense burner. Inside, there are rows of incense
that zig-zag, creating a long line of incense. Ministers will sometimes do this if they know that a service will run
long and they want a long consistent burning of incense during that time. Now, imagine that the minister lights
a piece of coal and places that at one end of the zig-zagging line of incense. Over time, as the incense burns
slowly but surely, the initial coal will turn white and eventually burn out before the long line of incense do. This
does not mean the Buddha is gone. Rather, it means that the bodhisattva has completed the process to
becoming Buddha. Also, the flames that the Buddha started continues to burn on down the line of incense and
it will continue to do so, until all of the incense are thoroughly burned away. This is what is meant by the
process of all sentient beings having a path to spiritual liberation. Amida Buddha has vowed to become
Buddha, which includes that he will establish a path that will enable all beings to be freed from their shackles of
blind passions. All beings will be freed, it is just a matter of how long this will take.

The incense that have burned away depicts the previous generations and our ancestors who have heard the

o Buddha Dharma, thoroughly received it, and are now in the Pure Land working to
¢ awaken each and every one of us now. Their physical bodies may be gone, the
incense itself may be completely burned away. But the flames of the initial coal and the
fragrance they leave behind becomes their working to attract us to the Pure Land. The
. later generations who have yet to burn away can look forward to becoming this same
flame and fragrance for the generations to come. In this way, we pass on Amida
Buddha’s wish for all beings to become Buddhas. This is what is meant by Tanluan’s
explanation and precisely why Shinran cited this very important point. Shinran wants us
to know that Amida Buddha is the initial igniter, the torch, that will set ablaze and
thoroughly exhaust the fields of blind passions and endless suffering.

Thus, our very existence as beings of blind passions, become the very fuel that allows Amida’s wish for our
spiritual liberation to burn on with great ferocity. We then help to spread this profound teaching to the world we
live in. But we must become aware that we have this potential within us by first listening and understanding
the process that is taking place. When we truly hear and receive Amida’s wish for all humanity, we allow the
flames of Great Compassion to spread wildly. This is what is meant by not hindering the Buddha’s
Compassion.
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FUTURE SCHEDULE
(Sat) November 2 Fall Bazaar Prep, 8 AM
(Sun) November 3 NO SERVICE - FALL BAZAAR (11 AM-3 PM)
(Sun) November 17 Eitaikyo (Perpetual Memorial Service) 10 AM
(Sun) December 8 Bodhi Day Service 10 AM/ General Meeting 10:45 AM/and
Potluck to follow
(Sun) December 22 Temple Clean Up
(Tue) December 31 Year End Service with soba noodles, at 7 PM
(Wed) January 1, 2020 New Years’ Service at 10 AM
President’s Message /‘\/,

"
BCA Bishop Election

You may not have been aware, but our current BCA Bishop, Rev. Umezu, term as Bishop is
about to end. The process to elect a new Bishop has begun. This past September, the new
Bishop should have been selected, but, the Bishop nominee did not receive the required
number of votes to be elected. So, as prescribed, the process will begin anew and hopefully
by the end of this year a new Bishop will be elected.

- Fall Bazaar

By the time you read this our Fall Bazaar will have been held on Sunday November 3, 2019.

June Akita and | extend our thanks to everyone that helped make our Bazaar a success and working with the
new format. I'll have more on the Bazaar in December.

2020 Membership Pledges

This is an early request asking members to consider increasing your 2020 Membership Pledge. The Pledge
requests are usually distributed in December and will be due in January 2020. This year the BCA Reverend
Salary Guidelines were updated and approved. This results in a higher salary for Reverends. Tacoma has
done its best to follow these guidelines. To do this will require more funds. Also, the membership pledges that
we send to BCA (Buddhist Churches of America) and NWDC (Northwest District Council) have increased. In
the December Myokyo I'll share more details about the amounts. I'll also share a chart that shows the amount
of Membership Pledges from 2019. Please consider increasing your 2020 Pledge during your family
budgeting. Thank you.

New Board Members
We are still looking for nominees. Please consider this opportunity. We are building a slate of new board
member nominees to replace the board members completing their term. This is for a 3-year commitment



2020-2022. If you are interested in being a board member, please let me know. Thank you for considering
joining our Temple’s Board of Directors. Without membership participation, we cannot run the Temple.

Gassho,
David

Budgihist Women's Association News

-

Nl
You know fall has arrived when you drive to Tacoma and see the beautiful colors on the hillside.
I love it! You also know fall has arrived because Hallmark Movie Checkilist is out!!! So great!!

Thank you to Carrie Mori chairing the BWA Memorial service honoring Eshinni and Kakushinni.
?’ N Rev. Kory Quon from the Venice Buddhist Temple was our guest speaker. Thank you to

A a7 Kazuko Inoue for her generous donation of delicious and crunchy fuji apples. The apples are
such a treat each year.

Our general BWA meeting was held on October 13™. The 2020-2021 cabinet was elected as follows:

President June Akita Vice President Donna Sasaki
Secretary Riu Pittman Treasurer Denise Cline
Historian June Weled Auditor Shizuka Faria
Social Chair Kazuko Inoue Religious Chair Carrie Mori

Advisors Kaori Miyaji, Patti Wong, Rev. Miyaji
Our final 2019 Daifuku mochi making will be October 26" at 8:00 AM with proceeds going to the Temple Bazaar
event. Itis always so nice to know that everyone enjoys our daifuku mochi. Many BWA ladies are very involved
with other Bazaar activities as well. Thank you, everyone, for giving so much of your time and energy to this
fundraising event.

Our Food and Clothing Drive continues through December 1%. The warm clothing is so appreciated by our local
shelters. Thank you in advance for your generous donations.

We continue to collect unused toiletries year-round. You can put your items in the basket in the Maitreya class
anytime.

Plans are being made for our 2020 New Year’s Party. The date is set for January 26, 2020.

If you have any suggestions for our next Bus Trip, please share with me as soon as possible.

Our deepest condolences to the family of Mr. Robert Nakayama. Bob was a very active member of our temple,
served as Temple President, and worked beside Anita at Obon and Bazaar for many years. Bob’s leadership,

guidance and friendship at the temple will be dearly missed.

Future Events:

Nov. 2-3 Help with Bazaar

Nov. 17 Eitaikyo Service

Dec. 8 Bodhi Day Service and Potluck — 10:00 service
Dec. 22

In gassho,

June




) Happy Halloween!! Hana at her 100" Birthday Party
Young Buddhist Association News

HOLIDAY SEASON’S GREETINGS
YBA FUNDRAISER!

e Young Buddhist Association (YBA) will be collecting Holiday Season’s
ings messages from those interested in wishing MYOKYO readers a Happy
Holiday Season. This year we will be slightly different.

See below:

SamplesStandard Greeting (2 i X 1.5 )
@ ST ANIIARI?
GRIZIINGS (2x1.5 (rn.)
nEObEY's
BIIRLT 5HTELIS $20 - SINGLF
2 fFr_:.m rour -
From Miyaji Sensei an rienas at s15 - FAMIL
family of the Tacoma Family Cleaners! - - - v
Buddhist Temple Up to 3 fimes of Greeting: & Image

 ARGE GREFTING L, — »

» -
Seasor s Greelirngs $15 - SINGLE

From your friends at the oo — F AN
Tacomia Buddhist Temple 120 - FAMICY

GASSHO Up to 3 (ines of Greetings & Image.

.fdlné.‘[;nye Greetogg (3 X 1.5 )
The Greetings will be incdluded in the January MYOKYO or a separate mailling depending on avallable
space. Please indicate which options you would ke to choose and prowvide greeting’'s message.
Options {circle) STANDARD JLARGE SINGLE/FANILY
Greetings:

 you would ke to include a digital image/mon please provide cog( RO: jetyotsuuye @icloud com,
Please enclose payment with your order form and mall to: 2014 43%° A\TP&Y‘TSCEJP\?A WASS8322, or
ghve to any YBA student. Please make checks out to: Tacoma Buddhist Temple YBA

Deadline- Decermber 15th, 2019

Thank you for your support. Ryan Ling YBA President.

. Buddhist Education Committee News

Kakushinni Memorial Services. We are already planning next year’s talks, and we are excited
to announce that Rev. Dr. Mark Unno from the University of Oregon will be our speaker for the
spring seminar on May 16. A respected scholar of Shin Buddhism in his own right, Rev. Dr.
Unno is also the son of the late Shin intellectual Rev. Dr. Tai Unno. The younger Rev. Dr.
Unno is sure to inspire with his erudite and heartfelt approach to the Shin Buddhist tradition.

,-:--/“"-"‘d-
’ q The BEC welcomed Rev. Kory Quon to the temple in October for the fall seminar, Eshinni/
|

Coming up much sooner, on December 8 we will observe Bodhi Day, a commemoration of the enlightenment
of Sakyamuni Buddha. We want to remind everyone that our Bodhi Day observances are now taking place at

6



10 am, during our normal service time. This event is celebrated on different dates in different parts of the
Buddhist world. For us, recognition of the Buddha’s enlightenment is important because it was his
enlightenment that gave him the knowledge to speak the sdtras, the scriptures, that form the basis for our own
Jodo Shinshu tradition. We hope to see you all there!

- Erik Hammerstrom
Toban News
Toban News

j! Upcoming Dates:

o November 2 — Bazaar Prep

¢ November 3 — Annual Fall Bazaar

o November 5 — Bazaar Clean-up

o November 17 — Eitaikyo Service
e December 8 — Bodhi Day Potluck/General Meeting after service
e December 22 — General Temple Cleanup
e December 31 at 7pm — New Year’s Eve Service

All Toban Chairs: Please email/call your Toban group to invite them to our Bodhi Day Potluck on
December 8. (1 salad, 1 dessert, rest — main dish per Toban group)

November & December 2019 Toban Groups: Toban chairs are responsible for calling group members for
set-up and clean-up of temple events occurring in their Toban months. The Toban chairs for each group will
coordinate with each other to set up the dates for the monthly clean up. Please let Erik Hammerstrom know the
clean-up dates to check for conflicts with other activities and to add to the Temple calendar.

November 2019 December 2019
**Chikako Inoue "*Kevin & Mayumi lkeda
Richard & Tracy Ling Masahiro Sugano

Ellen Shigeno Elsie Taniguchi

Kjirsten Winters Diane Taniguchi

June & Barry Weled Kosho & Michiko Yukawa
Email or Phone Tree Members Erik Hammerstrom

Frank Shigio (call Jeanette Hirano) Aimee Hamilton

Peter Lee Email or Phone Tree Members
Ed & Kimiko Fujinaga
Violet Mizukami

November Group Responsibilities:
e Monthly clean-up for November and December
« FallBazaar: Provide snacks for November 2 & 3™ for volunteers
« Coffee hour (to coincide with Eitaikyo service — November 17")

December Group Responsibilities:
e Monthly clean-up for November and December
e Dust and vacuum pews in Hondo
e Bazaar: Provide snacks Tuesday for Bazaar clean up.
« Coffee hour (December 15™)

~Kaila



Monthly Book Club

Buddhism Today!
November 14 (Th) at 7pm at Kings Books
Featured Book:

Buddha Standard Time
Lama Surya Das

From Your Facility Committee

Those of you who like to talk to plants should go and welcome a new tree that got planted in the
parsonage backyard. | went back there to start an icebreaker conversation, but the tree was
acting all stuck up and wouldn’t answer back. Silly me. | thought this one might be different
than all the other trees I've attempted to converse with. Well, next time | see a tree I'm going to tell it that | just
love the smell of burning wood. On the other hand, | take that back. I’'d much rather trees be a carbon sink
than a carbon source.

Well, talking about smells someone must love the odor of paint because our temple front doors got some
repairs and a coating. We don’t have to wait for people to enter to temple to earn a good first impression.
Now folks will deem our temple to be uptown even before they walk through the doors.

But not so uptown was a parsonage washing machine that croaked after one too many loads. Of course, the
slow-witted gremlins had to inject their unsolicited opinions and recommended a washtub and wringer as a
replacement. After | informed them the human-powered retro contraption was too simple to ruin they settled
on some kind of buggy artificial intelligence vacuum tube-based washtub and wringer technology. This idea
got rejected as well and the temple bought a machine that depends on a human to make all the decisions.

A blinking light can mean a couple of things. One theory might be the electrical system of the parsonage was
hacked and the perpetrator was sending temple event cooking recipes via Morse code. But that idea went
kaboom when | realized the parsonage is not incorporated into the Internet of Things. Additionally, temple
members readily share cooking ideas with anybody who asks. Therefore, we’ll go with Occam’s razor-a
broken light which was changed out.

Temple security is a major necessity considering that we have some folks in the neighborhood who possess
prolifically sticky fingers. So, a security plan is in the works and I’'m sure we’ll checkmate any potential thief.
Jeff Hiroo and Fred Pelger are still using their weekly visits to harass dirt in every nook and cranny of the
temple. Tom Hubbell sweeps in every Sunday and executes litter control in the section of Fawcett Ave that
runs in front of the temple. Mike Shiogi, David Yotsuuye, Robert Yotsuuye, Gary Ichinaga, Tom Hubbell, Tony
Gregg, Rick Tanabe, and Del Sasaki apply their multiplicity of skills to complete facility projects. Kurt Osaka
and Osaka Gardens are still expertly exerting their efforts and knowledge to maintain our beautiful temple
grounds.

~Dave

Temple Funds Updated Descriptions
The following are the changes to the descriptions and allocations of the current Temple special financial accounts that
were approved in our September 2019 board meeting. The intent in making the changes is to provide more specificity in
defining the purpose for each of the funds and to update their purpose to more fully reflect the needs of the temple.

Convention Fund
To be used for:
e Startup money for expenses related to hosting a Convention (for example, a deposit needed for reserving
convention facilities)
e Paying registration fees for those who attended the convertion including:



Elected temple board members
Current resident Ministers, spouses and children
Retired resident Ministers and spouses
o Minister Assistants
e  Paying split costs for individuals who are members of more than one temple organization

o O O

Eitaikyo Fund
To be used for:
e All maintenance, repair and upgrades specifically related to the preservation of the Onaijin.

Temple Preservation Fund
Combines two funds, the Shorai Fund and the Handicap Access Fund that were intended for temple repair and upgrades.
To be used for:
e All maintenance, repair and upgrades related to preservation of the temple facilities, excluding the onaijin, which
will enhance sangha member access to and use of the temple.

Shin Buddhist Education Fund
To be used for:

e Subsidizing the cost for Tacoma Buddhist Temple members who seek to pursue educational studies to become
certified Minister Assistants and Ministers, as well required education to maintain their certification status. This
includes costs material and travel costs related to taking the Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course and IBS
Certificate in Shin Buddhist Studies (Kyoshi certificate program).

The Sunya Pratt/Yosh Kosai Dharma School Fund
Combines two funds that provided for Dharma school teachers and school related expenses.
To be used for:
e All materials, including supplies and books for the Dharma School, as approved by the Dharma School
Superintendent
e All travel, lodging and registration expenses for teachers to attend the Dharma School Conference and related
workshops, as approved by the Dharma School Superintendent

~John Inge

[ Yearly Memorial Services J

General Memorial Service Years for 2019

Ist Year - 2018 17th Year -2003
3rd Year - 2017 25th Year - 1995
7th Year - 2013 33rd Year - 1987 =3
13th Year - 2007 50th Year - 1970
November 2019
1st Year Saito, Herbert Isamu Shaku En-Jo November 7, 2018
1st Year Fujita, Toshie Shakuni Ko-En November 11, 2018
17th Year Takami, Osoye Shakuni Myo-E November 24, 2003
December 2019



3rd Year Tanino, Ryomi

7th Year Kawasaki, Leo Ryo
334 Year Asaka, Kay

50th Year Kawabata, Hana
January 2020

7th Year Higashi, Kimiye
13tk Year Nakamura, Kazuo

Greeters Schedule

Greeters:

Shaku Ryo-Sho R December 8, 2017

Shaku Ji-Sho ZH8 December 24, 2013
Shakuni Wa-Jun December 10, 1987
Shakuni Shin-Shun December 17, 1970

Shakuni Shin-Koh {& January 22, 2014
Shaku Wa-Gyo January 9, 2008

Note: Please have new visitors sign in their name and give them the following booklets;

e Temple Information Booklet

e Messages from the Buddha (mini booklet with pale pink cover)

e 1/2 page list of Temple activities & "Want More Info." (1/2 sheet form)
Lastly, please do a headcount and enter it in the attendance sheet in the visitor folder.
If you are not available on the day you are assigned, please find your replacement.

November 3
10
17
24

December

0 =

15
22
29

*Please note, a new rotation schedule was started in October. See committee chair with questions.

No Service - Fall Bazaar
Del Sasaki & Rick Tanabe
Kevin & Mayumi Ikeda
Tracy & Richard Ling

Alex Thiessen & Jeff Hiroo
Jim Doyle & Tony Gregg
Lynrae & Tom Hubbell
Yasuko Morita & June Weled
Michael Shiogi & John Inge
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*November 2019

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2
Bazaar Prep
8:00AM

3 Fall Bazaar 11-3 P4 5 6 7 8 9

No Service Bazaar Clean Up King's Books

Day Light Savings Ends 7:00 PM 7:00PM

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Sangha Service 10AM

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Eitaikyo Service 10 AM

Coffee Hour

24 Sangha Service 10 AM 25 26 27 28 29 30

Post Bazaar Mtg after service

Dharma School Teachers

Seminar, 12:30 PM

*December 2019
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Sangha Service 10AM

8 Bodhi Day Service 9 10 11 12 13 14

by Lotus Class 10AM King's Books

General Mtg 10:45 AM 7:00PM

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Sangha Service 10 AM

Coffee Hour

2 23 2 25 2% 27 28

Sangha Service 10AM

Temple Clean Up

29 30 31 1-Jan 2 3

Sangha Service 10 AM YearEnd Ser. |New Year's Ser.

7:00 PM

10:00AM




