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Sensei’s Message

“Forgive,” “Being Forgiven”

Rev. Kojo Kakihara

I have been supervising Oregon Buddhist Temple in Portland since last August. Rev.
Fujimoto from Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Temple had been supervising till then, but since
he moved to Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Church last August, I took over him. I
appreciate your understanding and support. Basically, I spend one weekend, Saturday
and Sunday at Oregon Buddhist Temple once a month. Because I have to do such
things as BEC meeting, training session with their Minister’s Assistants, funerals and memorial
services, visitation to members who cannot come to temple in addition to a regular Sunday Service in
two days, my schedule is full and I am quite busy. But because temple members are looking for my
monthly visitation, I can meet different people there, and am able to see what or how another temple
than Tacoma is doing things, it is my pleasure. It takes about 2 and a half hours to get to Portland
from Tacoma. But so far, I am enjoying it with listening to music or Dharma talks of other ministers,
practicing chanting, or making my Dharma talks while driving.
In September, there was a funeral service to conduct on a Saturday in addition to my regular monthly
visit, I made a day trip to Portland. Since it was the first funeral for me to conduct at Oregon Buddhist
Temple, I thought I was prepared well. But when I arrived at the temple that morning, some troubles
happened like I could not find stands to put offerings on, and there were some changes on the
service program. So I had to be busy in adjusting those till just before the funeral started. Thinking in
my mind “I am sorry that I had not be prepared enough, I am sorry” to Buddha and Sangha members,
I managed to finish the funeral. After the funeral, refreshments were served in the social hall. There
as I was having some food with talking to a temple member who was the MC of the funeral, he said,
“Sensei, you read the Gobunsho, “On The White Ashes” only in English, but forgot to read it in
Japanese.” I explained, “I did not forget it, but because most of people at Tacoma do not understand
Japanese, unless there was a request, I read the Gobunsho only in English nowadays.” But he said,
“I do not speak Japanese. But listening to the Gobunsho in Japanese, it sounds better and I can
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appreciate it beyond words.” So I replied, “I am sorry, I did not realize it. I will make sure it next time.”
This made me realize again and think in mind, “I have had many people tolerate and forgive me. I’m
sorry, thank you.”
Mrs. Ayako Suzuki who was a wife of a minister at a Jodo Shinshu temple in Hokkaido, Japan, left the
following phrase. She passed away of cancer at 47 years old. But in her last life of struggle against
her cancer, she wrote many beautiful poems and words, and a book of collection of her poems was
published later.
To forgive or not forgive is to look outside. when the perspective is turned inward, then I see that I
myself am forgiven.
Because our eyes (our mental eyes, too) face outside, we see things outside well, but we do not see
our inside very much. But Buddha makes us realize our true self and turns our eyes to inside. We
tend to think “to forgive or not forgive others” while centering self and looking outside. But when our
eyes are turned to our inside, we are made to realize that we, who think “to forgive or not forgive
others,” indeed are made to live this life while having many people tolerate and forgive us. Buddha
Dharma is not a teaching just to listen, but is power that transforms our way of seeing things and our
way of life.
Namo Amida Butsu

Buddhism 101
Rev. Kojo answers your questions on Buddhism or Jodo Shinshu during Sunday Service mostly on
the last Sunday of every month. Put your questions in the box at the foyer or send by email. The next
will be on October 30th.
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Future Schedule
Fri-Sun, October 7-9
Sun, October 9
Sun, October 16 at 10am

FBWA Conference in Bellevue
Coffee Hour after Sunday Service
Sunday Service (Eshinni & Kakushinni Memorial)
(Guest Speaker: Rev. Kurt Rye, Placer Buddhist Temple)
12:30pm
Fall Seminar (Rev. Rye)
“What role does “motivation” have in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism?”
Sun, October 23
Halloween Party after Sunday Service
Sunday, October 30
Buddhism 101, Japanese message, Bazaar Set-up
Sunday, November 6
Fall Crafts & Food Bazaar 11 am-3 pm
(No Sunday Service)
Sunday, November 13
Coffee Hour after Sunday Service
Temple Open House at 12 noon
Sunday, November 20, 10am DS & Family Service (Eitaikyo Perpetual Memorial)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Our Temple’s fiscal year ends November 30th and this is also a time to elect new board
members. In years past, the board was over double in size, but with the change of our
membership, the Constitution was amended to decrease the size to 15 members. Much work
to the By-Laws was also done to define committees to focus on key areas to run our Temple.
As we move into these final months, we are still in need of nominees. I understand schedules,
life and commitments make taking on new opportunities a struggle. With committees working
as teams and one meeting a month, the energy is about shaping decisions, working together to hopefully
lessen the burden on one role and giving back. As I talk to the Keiro honorees, I recognize their dedication in
time and energy given to the Temple – some over 60 years! So thank you for considering and please contact
Wendy Hamai, Richard Ling or me with any questions or a yes as a nominee!
During this month, details of the Capital Projects Fundraising Campaign will be solidified but at a high level, the
purpose is to raise approximately $50,000 for building and property projects. Our annual operating budget is
just about balanced but that’s without mid-sized to major projects. This year, large donations by a few
members helped greatly but is not a sustaining model. Please come to the October 2nd service and hear more
about the details and the projects for this fundraising drive.
Last, thank you to June Akita for her work as co-chair of the BWA Federation Meeting held in Bellevue and
Patti Wong, our Temple’s BWA President. Many emails and time over the year were spent in preparation for
this national meeting with Seattle Betsuin and White River Temple.
In Gassho,
Crystal

A New Copy Machine Delivered!
The Temple's new Ricoh copy machine was delivered on July 15 and replaced the Temple's hard
working Samsung copy machine of 5+ years. Reverend Kakihara, Fred Pelger and Merlaine Cook
attended copy machine training provided by a certified Ricoh Trainer on Aug. 2. 'How To Videos'
from basic to more advanced copy machine functions can be accessed from the Ricoh website
link http://www.tsrc.ricoh-usa.com/public/customer_videos/ . In addition, various step by step
instruction documents are compiled in a binder and located near the copy machine for reference.
For anyone interested in a mini-training session, please contact Merlaine Cook.

Happy Birthday to our Keiro honorees!
Happy Birthday to our Keiro honorees who are 88 years old+! Allan Kishi, Yasuko Morita and Tada
Yotsuuye celebrated their 88th birthday in 2016 and the Keiro luncheon was a nice afternoon with a
great turn out to celebrate all of the honorees.
The significance of 88 in Japan is "beiju (米寿)." The character for rice, 米, which symbolizes wealth,
nutrition and other wholesome things can be broken down to its basic components and rearranged
as 八十八、or 88.
We thank all of our honorees for their dedication to our Temple and we wish them all a Happy
Birthday!
4

2016 Keiro Honorees
Jim Akagi
Asato Arima
Toshie Fujita
Miyo Kanda
Allan Kishi
Frank Komoto
Midori Komoto
Haruko Miki
Hisato Miki
Frank Mizukami
Vee Mizukami
Yasuko Morita
Hiroshi Nakagawara
Toyoko Nakagawara
Yaeko Nakano
Ich Nakayama
Tom Osaka
Miyoko Sato
Frank Shigio
Yoshiko Sugiyama
Ted Tamaki
George Tanbara
Kimi Tanbara
Sam Uchiyama
Hana Yoshida
Tada Yotsuuye

Buddhist Women’s Association News
Was it a great feeling to be back at the temple on September 11 and have
a hearty breakfast prepared and served by the YBA? Thank you to the
YBA students and their parents for waking up early and cooking for the
Sangha. What a wonderful tradition to start the Dharma School year.
October is a very busy month this year. It begins with a udon cooking class for the Dharma School
on October 2, thank you in advance to lead cooks Kazuko Inoue, Tracy Ling and Yasuko Morita.
Udon will also be served to the sangha for a small donation to benefit the Dharma School activities. It
also marks the beginning of our annual food and clothing drive. Bins will be located in the foyer to
drop off your donations and will be there till December 4.
October 7-9, seven members will be attending the FBWA conference at the Westin Bellevue, hosted
by the NWD BWA. The theme is “Linked in the Nembutsu-Tsunagatte”. It is just a couple weeks
away and then we all, especially June can take a deep breath for a moment when it’s over.
October 16 the BWA is sponsoring the Eshinni/Kakushinni Memorial service with Rev. Kurt Rye as
the guest speaker.
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October 29 is daifuku mochi making for the bazaar. We will be increasing our production this year
thus, this is the second call to save the date and have all capable hands on deck, dusted with
cornstarch ready to go. A light lunch will be served. Start time is bright and early at 8 a.m.
Then we can take a short rest before our general meeting on November 20 after service. A light
lunch is served, hosted by the Nov/Dec toban.
Last but not least, on behalf of the BWA members, our heartfelt condolences to Katsumi Fujita and
family on their loss of Hiroshi ‘Fudge’ Fujita.
Gassho,
Patti Wong

Buddhist Education Committee News
Over the years I have been asked, more times than I can count, why did I become
a Shin Buddhist. I never seem to have an answer that satisfies one’s curiosity. My
standard answer is: It just feels right, it makes me happy, it makes me feel more
responsible in some way and it encourages me to simply care about myself and everything else
that is going on around me more. I suppose that sounds simplistic but it works for me. At my age
I am through looking for “reasons”.
I am a person who is indeed motivated to devote a portion of my life to a religious practice. I could have
chosen something other than Buddhism, but it is Buddhism that keeps me centered and feeling at peace.
With this in mind it is my honor to tell you about our upcoming October fall guest speakers. Reverend Kurt Rye
is a dear friend of mine and is the resident minister of the Placer Temple in Penryn California.
I used the term: “with this in mind” because Reverend Rye will be discussing our motivation to be Jodo
Shinshu Buddhists. He will address what motivates us to be Jodo Shinshu Buddhists and together we will
explore what interests us to follow a Nermbutsu path deepening our appreciation and relationship to Jodo
Shinshu Teachings rather than how well we perceive our “success” at practicing it.
In Reverend Kurt’s words, “Come spend some time looking at how we relate to Buddhism, rather than how we
practice it”.
With Love and Gassho,
Fred Pelger

Dharma School News

We are officially in session for the Dharma School year. It is great to see
all our families come together for temple service! And so many of the kids
have grown since seeing them just a few months ago.

We have added 2 new teachers to our already awesome teaching staff and are excited to have

them on board.

Lumbini class: Karen Yoshitomi, Junko Yotsuuye

Prajna class: Crystal Inge, Merilee Tanbara, Merlaine Cook

Maitreya class: Patti Wong, Debby Abe, Erin Berkey, Donna Sasaki

Lotus class: Fred Pelger, Ted Tamaki, John Inge, Erik Hammerstrom, Karen Yoshitomi
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Keep in mind that Tacoma hosts the next NW District Buddhist Convention in February. There will be

Dharma School workshops for the kids and YBA workshops and activities for the older students. Since we
are the host, please begin making plans to attend the conference, Feb. 17-19, 2017.
Gassho,

Donna Sasaki

Young Buddhist Association Report
With the closing of our summer vacation, it is my pleasure to extend a warm
welcome to back to the temple. I am David Ling the President of the YBA. As
Dharma school has begun I would like to highlight that we have 3 new
members joining us, growing the class and group to a high of 10 members. Along with our
growth in numbers, the newly grown class voted on the YBA officers. I am joined with: Sara
Ichinaga (vice president), Kenzo Yoshitomi (treasurer), and Emma Inge (secretary).
September 11th we hosted our annual welcome back breakfast, and as always we are very thankful to
everyone who came out to the temple a little early to spend breakfast us. As per tradition we made scrambled
eggs and sausage but, along with the eggs and meat multiple YBA families brought in some very delicious
baked goods and pastries and I would like to thank them all for that. Finally, I’d like to extend my gratitude to
those who donated to the YBA, we are all thankful for the support.
Upcoming for YBA, is the Keiro Luncheon where we will be helping serve food and cake. Then in October YBA
will be hosting the annual Halloween party for the Dharma school children and anybody else who is in the
mood to dress up for some candy! We look forward to our upcoming events and seeing everyone there.
ThankYou,
David Ling

From Your Facilities Committee
If you’ve been in the military or planning temple fund raisers inspections are
a fact of life. Now add the Facilities Committee that list. Sometime in
September a fire department inspector will visit the temple and help us to
identify factors that could render our facility a potential fire trap. Perhaps some ocha and sweet
mochi might convince that individual to holster their pen and issue a good-natured verbal
warning. In the mean time we could all start carrying water blasters at the temple. Although those fire-fighting
tools won’t do us much good against electrical and grease fires who cannot but conclude that we mean
business. We can start a hybrid of the Fire Protection Association and the National Rifle Association. How
about the Fire Protection Rifle Association? If you see Rick Tanabe please accord an enthusiastic thanks for
all the efforts of him and his crew in maintaining the temple grounds. We are always grateful for the efforts of
Tom Hubbell, Delbert Sasaki, Gary Ichinaga, Bob Yoshioka and Tad Kajimura who perform important tasks for
our temple.
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Toban News
Fall Bazaar: ALL MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO HELP November 6
General Clean Up: ALL MEMBERS ARE ASKEDTO HELP December 18
October 2016 and September 2016 Toban Groups:
Toban heads are responsible to call group members for set up and clean up for certain Temple
events held during the two month period. The chairs for each two month period will coordinate
with each other to set up the actual dates of the monthly clean-up for those able in their group. Please let
Merlaine Cook and Coco Inoue know the clean-up dates to check for other activity conflicts and add to Temple
calendar.
October Group Responsibilities:
• Monthly clean up with September
• Eshin-ni, Kakushin-ni Service & Fall Retreat: BWA in charge of service. BEC in charge of weekend
lectures and Saturday lunch. Help if requested
• Bazaar: Provide snacks Thursday (Bazaar Set Up) and Saturday prior to Bazaar
October Toban Group: Elsie Taniguchi (chair), Harry Taniguchi Jr., Kosho and Michiko Yukawa, Kevin and
Mayumi Ikeda, Michael and Laurie Williams.
Phone tree members: Hisato and Haruko Miki
November Group Responsibilities:
• Monthly Clean Up with December
• Bazaar: Provide snacks Thursday (Bazaar set up) and Saturday prior to Bazaar
November Toban Group: Delbert and Cynthia Sasaki (chair), Jeff and Vivian Hiroo, Denise Kline, Tad and
Joan Kajimura, Erin Berkey
Phone tree members: Frank and Midori Komoto, Tadashi Fujioka, Byron and Geoff Sasaki
December Group Responsibilities:
• Monthly Clean Up with November
• Bazaar: Provide snacks Saturday prior to Bazaar and Tuesday for Bazaar clean up
December Toban Group: John and Crystal Inge (chair), Les Hitsman and Fred Pelger, Allan Oshima, Nancy
Butterfield, Jim Akagi, Sandra Schwartz
Phone tree members: Yaeko Nakano
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Fall Bazaar, November 6th, 2016
It seems so quick, but our Fall Bazaar is right around the corner - Sunday, November 6th. Please mark your
calendars! We have cut the hours by one hour, so our event will be from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. We also have
added our popular Tofu Bowl (from Obon) to our menu this year, and deleted the Edamame Bowl. You will be
receiving your tickets for this event soon. Your support is always appreciated.
We are still procuring volunteers so if you would like to help for one shift or both shifts, please let me know. If
you have a work preference, also, let me know. Construction will be Sunday, October 30th, after service.
Please mark your calendars for pie baking on Friday, November 4th at 8:00 am and food preparation on
Saturday, November 5th . We will be doing final food preparation on Sunday, November 6th, beginning at
8:00 am. We will have Bazaar Clean up on Sunday, after the event and finish up on Tuesday, November
8th at 7:00 pm, if necessary.
There is a short Bazaar meeting planned for 8:30 on October 23rd in the Rev. Pratt Room. If you are contacted
or would like to just come in and listen, please join us. I will think of something for breakfast. I realize this is
our Halloween Party day, but the Sundays are so busy!!
Thank you in advance, for helping and volunteering your time and energy once again.
June Akita
Obon Donation Correction
Please note that the donations given for our Obon was from the Sumner Food Bank, not the Puyallup Food
Bank. My apologies for the error. We appreciate your generous sharing your excess items not only for our
events, but also for our general temple use. Thank you very much.

Northwest Buddhist Convention 2017
Also, right around the corner, is our Northwest Buddhist Convention on February 17-19, 2017. Our guest
speaker will be Rev. Marvin Harada from the Orange County Buddhist Church. We have the DoubleTree
Suites in Tukwila for the weekend with $119 rates, free buffet breakfasts, a cookie and coffee coupon, a
swimming and exercise area and much more. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us. Aimee
Hamilton is working with Sensei, John and me on a Dharma Donation Form and our Ad Form. Proceeds from
the Donation will go towards our Dharma School, YBA and Young Adult workshops and activities. If you have
ideas or activities to share or programs that may be of interest to the students, young adults or adults, please
let us know. Please mark your calendars, and if you would like to be part of a committee, please let us know.
Everyone is welcome to help.
John and June

Your Amazon Purchase Can Give Back to Our Temple: Sign Up with AmazonSmile!
By using AmazonSmile, Amazon’s Foundation, all of your Amazon purchases, our Temple will
get .05% of the purchase price. It’s this simple:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Go to www.amazonsmile.com
You can use your current Amazon account will all information remaining the same
Find your “charitable organization” – type in Tacoma Buddhist Temple
Select Tacoma Buddhist Temple
Start purchasing!
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GREETERS SCHEDULE

Note: Please have new comers sign up their name and give them the following booklets;
•
•
•
•
•

Temple Information Booklet

Messages from the Buddha (mini booklet with pale pink cover)

A Teaching A Day (mini booklet with orange cover)

1 page list of Temple activities

“Want More Info..” (1/2 sheet form)

If you are not available on the day you are assigned, please find a replacement for you.
October

Coco Inoue / Jill Case

2

Jeff Hiroo / Ellen Shigeno

9

Ken Tanino / Wendy Hamai

16

Eric Hammerstrom / Yasuko Morita

23

30

November 6

13

Brandon Wood / Alisha Wood

No Sunday Service (Fall Bazaar)

20

27

Merlaine Cook /Tracy Ling

Bobby Yotsuuye/Jane Burster

Karl Smith/Tom Hubbell (Family Svc. only)

Welcome!

Yearly Memorial Services
General Memorial Service Years for 2016 (2017)
1st Year - 2015 (2016)
17th Year - 2000 (2001)
3rd Year - 2014 (2015)
25th Year - 1992 (1993)
7th Year - 2010 (2011)
33rd Year - 1984 (1985)
13th Year - 2004 (2005)
50th Year - 1967 (1968)
November 2016;
33rd Year

Masumoto, Tomiko

Shakuni Jo-Hi

November 1, 1984

December 2016;
3rd Year
7th Year
33rd Year
50th Year

Gibes, John Kouhei
Dogen, Gene Yoshio
Kajimura, Kameo
Uchida, Sahei

Shaku Kyo-Hei
Shaku Ken-Yo
Shaku Toku-San
Shaku Ro-Cho

December 18, 2014
December 25, 2010
December 12, 1984
December 17, 1967

Itami, James Masagi
Netter, Anna Henderson
Seago, Anne Marie
Sasaki, Pete Takashi
Tanabe, George Kimoto
Takagi, Marianne Sueko

Shaku Shin-Ju
Shakuni Bi-Sho
Shakuni Wa-En
Shaku Ju-Sho
Shaku Sho-Do
Shakuni Ji-Kyo

January 1, 2016
January 4, 2016
January 26, 2015
January 20, 2005
January 19, 2001

January 2017;
1st Year
3rd Year
13th Year
17th Year
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The Tacoma Buddhist Temple would like to extend its heartfelt sympathy
and condolences to the family and friends of

Sue Osaka

who passed away on August 28, 2016
May you find comfort in the light of the infinite
Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha.
Namo Amida Butsu

I WITH SATONE AND MY FAMILY TOOK A
“ANPAN MAN” TRAIN FOR AN OVERNIGHT
TRIP TO KOCHI IN JAPAN WHILE TEMPLE
MEMBERS WERE WORKING HARD TO
SPREAD BUDDHISM AT A FAIR…

Coffee Hour
Sundays,
October 9,
November 13

Everyone can mix
and mingle after
Sunday service !

Halloween
Dharma School Service
&
Halloween Party
Sunday, October 23

Please attend the service
with putting one special
Halloween item!

TEMPLE OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 13
12 noon – 1:00 pm

We would like to invite anyone
with an interest or curiosity

about Buddhism. There will be a
brief introduction to Buddhism,

the Jodo Shinshu tradition, and
temple etiquette.
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