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“New Year’s Greeting”

Rev. Takashi Miyaji

Greetings and Happy New Year! Along with my family, we are happy to be able to start this new
year together with our newly found friends at the temple. Thank you for this past year and we
look forward to listening to the Buddha Dharma with you again this year. My wife Kaori and son
Keisai, who will be three this year, arrived in America last year in May. I was very happy that
they were able to come to America despite the tumultuous situation with our current
administration and its current immigration policy. We are glad that everything went well in the
end.
Now that we have been living together as a family again, I see that my son picks up many of his parents’
mannerisms, especially me. This particularly frightens me, in a humorous way. For example, when I speak to
my wife, I try to use Japanese exclusively because I do not want to lose the ability to speak the language. But
there are times when I don’t know how to say something in Japanese so I will mix Japanese and English. My
son hears this and I can tell when he mixes Japanese and English as well. I flex in front of the mirror many
times. My son sees this and tries to do that as well. There is a phrase that I say in jest that I actually probably
took from my father and it’s said, “an-da-sutando denki-sutando”? (Understand denki (Japanese for light)
stand?) The phrase is complete gibberish but it rolls off the tongue and Keisai tries to copy this too. I guess the
apple does not fall far from the tree after all… this makes me especially worried when I think about my situation
with my father.
Recently, I saw a commercial by the insurance company Progressive about how a person grows up to become
like their dad and starts to say dad-like things. Phrases like, “I refer to every child as ‘chief’ now,” or “The best
defense is the best offense,” or “Why would I replace my phone with a new one? It’s not broken,” are good
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examples. These commercials depict how I feel from time to time, which is that I feel like I’m turning into my
dad. I once remember my father saying he could not find his glasses, but they were on his head the whole
time. I am bound to be like this someday, and Keisai will be the one who will then roll his eyes at me.
As with any parent, I want the best for my child. As such, I want him to be the ideal me, not the real me. I try
my best to keep my thoughts, actions, and words controlled, collected, and appropriate for my child just like
how the “Golden Chain” recommends. But no matter how much I tell myself that I need to watch and do what I
say in front of my child, my true self will come out whether I like it or not. No matter how much I try to control
my actions or my emotions, there will always be a limit as to what I can keep from him. More broadly, no matter
how much I may try to “clean” myself up, purify my deluded self and attachments, or extinguish all the things
that I think are bad about myself, I will always fail to meet up to my own high expectations of my ideal self.
This is where Amida Buddha’s compassion becomes very important. With Amida Buddha, there is no condition
or requirement that I have to match in order to be accepted. The goal in Shin Buddhism is not to make oneself
attain a special higher state of being or to try and extinguish all blind passions. Instead, the goal is to awaken
to the understanding that although I may fall at times, there is the ground of Amida’s compassion that is always
there to catch me. It is the net that catches the acrobat when he misses the swinging bar; it is the light that
comes on when walking in a dark unknown room; it is the mirror that reflects my true naked self. In Shin, there
is no condition on our part to meet, there is only the awakening to the understanding that we are all embraced
in infinite compassion.
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「自分」を真似して育っていってもらいたいのです。 私 の身（ 体 の行動）・口（話す言葉）・意（ 考 える思い）全
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今年一年皆様と共々にこの阿弥陀様のお慈悲を聴聞させていただきたいと思います。よろしくお願いします。
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Future Schedule
(Tues) January 1
(Sun) January 6
(Sun) January 13
(Sun) February 10
(Fri-Sun) February 15-17
(Sun) February 17

New Year’s Day Service @ 10 AM
Temple New Year’s Installation Service and Party @ 10 AM
Hoonko Service (Shinran Shonin’s Memorial Service)
Nirvana Day, Pet Memorial Service
NW District Convention at Doubletree Suites in Southcenter,
Hosted by White River Buddhist Temple
No Service

I
am a ‘pig’ or ‘boar’’ and was gifted a kagami mochi set with the pig on top. I
means ‘mirror’ and looking at my little mochi set, I reflect upon this past year
busy year we had!! All I can say is THANK YOU for your support, your
your patience. Looking forward to another productive year for us!!

love it!! Kagami
and think….what a
encouragement and

Looks like 2019 may even be busier
with the 16th World Buddhist
Women’s Convention “Live the Nembutsu” August 30 – September 1, 2019 in
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San Francisco.

Please contact me for information.

Our Food and Clothing Drive was a huge success!! Jane Burster delivered all items to the Rescue Mission
Women’s Shelter and My sister’s Pantry. She said they are in need of ponchos for the winter months-maybe
something we can focus on for next year. Thank you to Jane and her toban group!!
The Northwest Buddhist Convention will be on February 15-17, 2019. Registration is on line and closes
December 31 so let Lynne Tanino or me know if you’re interested to attend. BWA will supplement each BWA
member $50 towards their registration.
Just a reminder that our BWA New Year’s party will be January 27th 2019 – the last Sunday of the month!
Dean Allen’s Catering will provide some tasty dishes in our Social Hall after service. 2019 Toban assignments
and the new BWA calendar will be presented, plus we will have a reflective look at our activities in 2018. (We
made a LOT of daifuku mochi!!) You will be contacted by your toban chair (or me) for your attendance.
Please keep an open thought for a Bus Trip for next year.
Thank you BWA members and non-BWA members for all of support you have given to this organization. With
your encouragement and dedication, we have a truly hopeful future here.
Have a great holiday season – curious as to how many ‘boars’ are out there!!!
Save these dates:
Jan. 27, 2019
Feb. 15-17, 2019
Aug. 30-Sept. 1, 2019

BWA New Year’s Party
NW Buddhist Convention at the Doubletree, Tukwila
World BWA Conference in San Francisco

Gassho,
June Akita

We had a record number of students participate at the annual gingerbread house activity
– 20 students! Thank you: June Akita for organizing this activity each year (assembling all those
little houses out of graham cracker squares!), our teachers for assisting, families for the candy
donations and students for your enthusiasm!
On Dec 16th, students cleaned their 4 classrooms as part of a larger effort to create opportunities
for them to participate as members of the larger sangha and express their care and gratitude for
our temple.
Mark your calendar for Jan 6th, right after service, for the Temple New Year’s party and Keiro recognition of
members who are 88 and older. A sheet was passed around and students signed-up to participate in the
annual talent show! All students will sing a song to recognize our Keiro members with the help of Donna
Sasaki, thank you Donna for putting this together!
On Jan 20th, Kenji Stoll will lead a pk-12 activity – stay tuned! He is a former Dharma school student who has
a lot of experience creating art programs for Tacoma youth. His partnership with the Dharma School is part of
our larger focus to bring together:
 adult members and students
 students across all grades (pk-12)
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If you would like to lead a student activity or volunteer in the classroom and see what we do, then please let
me or one of the teachers know! I feel very lucky to have been a Dharma School student growing up at the
temple. I remember coming back years later when I was in my mid-30s and being greeted by many of the
adult members who had known me since I was a child. Some of them were my parents’ friends and others
were my Dharma School teachers (thank you Donna Sasaki, Mrs. Nakagawara, Joe Kosai, Rev. Pratt, Mrs.
Morita - to name just a few!). One of the goals of the Dharma School is for our students to feel a connection to
the greater temple community. So please feel free to say “hi” after you see our students perform at the New
Year’s party.
In gassho,
Merilee

Happy Holidays to everyone. Thanks to everyone who came and supported us on Bodhi Day. It
was so nice to see everyone’s faces cheering us on and supporting us as we learned to lead a
service. As well as bring all the delicious food down to the potluck afterwards. We can’t wait to
see everyone at the New Year’s Party this next year.
Wishing everyone a Happy Holiday and a New Year.
Gassho, YBA

As I write this, I am thinking about the brand new year that is just around the corner and the
surprises and changes that might come with it. We can think about and even plan how we would
prefer the future to unfold but there is no power strong enough to fulfill our wishes and dreams
for what we are convinced will make us happy.
Contemplating “new year’s” possibilities naturally triggers me to think about and reflect on the
past year. Was I successful in my endeavors and projects? Did I make good decisions? Was I a good friend, a
good father, and a good spouse? Was I loving and compassionate to everything and everyone around me?
I guess my most sincere and truthful answer to these questions would be…….
Sometimes I was, sometimes I was not. Our inherent ego driven human condition and our blind passions
don’t allow us the luxury of always being the top-notch person we would like to be.
Just like worrying and fretting about future events we often find ourselves complaining and regretting pieces of
the past. This always brings to mind the last two lines of Sanbutsuge as voiced by Bodhisattva Dharmākara.
が ぎょう

しょう

じん
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Ga Gyō

Shō
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にん じゅ ふ け
Nin Ju
Fu Ke
“Even though I may go through many sufferings and much pain, I shall never cease in my efforts. Whatever I
must bear, I shall have no regrets..
The new year will provide some Temple events to look forward to……
*A September visit from Gomonshu sama, Kojun Ohtani, our head priest and the 25th spiritual leader of the
Jodo Shinshu school of Buddhism.
*Our spring lecture guest speaker will be none other than Reverend Miyaji’s father:
Reverend Nobuo Miyaji, retired. Reverend Takashi’s mother will accompany his father……(we’ll get to see
where his good looks come from).
*Our fall lecture guest speaker will be Reverend Kory Quon, resident minister of the Venice Beach Temple in
Southern California.
Written with love and Gassho,
Fred Pelger

January Toban News
Thank you toban groups for keeping our temple so clean. The toban groups will be switching
months in 2019 and there will be new group chairs. A list of the new toban chairs is listed
below.
All toban chairs - Whenever there is news that is shared through the temple e-mail system, please call your
toban members who do not have e-mail.
Upcoming dates:
January 6:
January 13:
February 24:
March 3:
March 5:

TBT New Year’s installation service and party at 10 a.m.
Hoonko Service at 10 a.m.
Sukiyaki set-up after service ALL MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO HELP
Sukiyaki ALL MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO HELP
Sukiyaki clean-up at 7 p.m. ALL MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO HELP

January 2019 & February 2019 Toban Groups: Toban chairs are responsible for calling group members for
set-up and clean-up of temple events occurring in their toban months. The toban chairs for each group will
coordinate with each other to set up the dates for the monthly clean up. Please let Merlaine Cook know the
clean-up dates to check for conflicts with other activities and to add to the Temple calendar.
January Toban Group:
Henry Stoll and Wendy Hamai (chairs)
Kenji Stoll
Bob and Anita Nakayama

February Toban Group:
Kaila Yoshitomi-So (chair)
Karen Yoshitomi
Kenzo Yoshitomi
6

Michiko Saito
John and Emiko Kurata
Riu Pittman
Victoria Evert
Phone tree members
 Leroy and Penny Kawaguchi
 Sam Uchiyama

Shinobu and Kazuko Inoue
Alvin and Donna Sasaki
Phone tree members
* Alan and Rose Kishi
* Don Arima & Susan Bogni
* Asako Arima

January Group Responsibilities:
• New Year service and Party (Jan. 6) – help set up and serve, order and pick up KFC meals.
• Monthly clean-up for January and February (January chair to coordinate)
• Hoonko Service – make ozenzai (with BWA assistance). Set up and clean up. Provide tea and snacks
for Saturday lecture if requested.
• Sukiyaki: Make lunch for set-up for the Sunday prior to Sukiyaki (February toban responsible for
coordinating with January toban)
February Group Responsibilities:
• New Years’ service and party: help serve and clean-up.
• Monthly clean-up for January and February (February chair to coordinate)
• Coffee hour to coincide with Nirvana Day/Pet Memorial service.(Feb. 10)
Sukiyaki: Make lunch for set-up for the Sunday prior to Sukiyaki (February toban responsible for coordinating
with January toban)
2019 Toban Group and Phone Tree – Chairs
The chairs for each two-month period (Jan/Feb, March/April, etc.) will coordinate with each other to set up the
actual dates of the monthly clean-up. Be sure to let the Administrative Committee (Merlaine Cook) know the
dates to coordinate with other temple activities and to add to the temple calendar. Toban group chairs listed
below are asked to initiate the phone tree for members of their group for any events held during the year they
are assigned as group chair.
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Henry Stoll and Wendy Hamai
Kaila Yoshitomi-So
Matthew and Merlaine Cook
Todd and Marsha Nakamura
David Campbell
Merilee Tanbara
Jim Doyle and Toney Gregg
Rick Tanabe
Denise Cline
Mike Shiogi
Chikako Inoue
Kevin and Mayumi Ikeda

Well, it looks like there’s been some sand being thrown in the water line replacement project.
Full Bore, the contractor Tony Gregg, had been coordinating with to accomplish the project has
dropped off the face of the earth. Tony has texted and called but the POC has not reciprocated
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with any return communications. All Tony Gregg has from the fickle contractor is a permit. Perhaps the
gremlins have been intercepting Full Bore’s transmissions and rerouting them to the Serengeti. If Tony gets a
callback with lions and baboons trash talking each other we’ll know the gremlins have once again played a
dirty trick on us. Or to apply Occam’s razor, Full Bore could be full of something that is easy to pronounce and
spell but must be bleeped out of this forum. But for those of you who are hanging your sense of wellbeing to a
water line replacement don’t despair. Mike Shiogi has a recommended a contractor that did an exemplary job
on water and sewer line replacements on his property-All City Construction.
Now if all the troubles only stopped there. Just when plumbing problems get brought under control, electrical
issues pick up the slack. A technically bedeviling situation has Tom Hubbell facing off against malfunctioning
light fixtures in the Hondo. Tom spent hours trying to keep the lights on but to no avail. He is now planning to
replace the valence lights with new fixtures and LED lights. Additionally, some exterior lights have gone on the
fritz. A couple causes are being investigated. One is a light sensor that might not be sensing much of anything.
Another could be the bus bar for a breaker in the social hall kitchen electric panel.
David Yotsuuye has proposed an oldie but a goodie to ensure we know who is standing outside the main
temple entryway-a peephole. Now that’s one security measure that is hacker free. Also, David insulated some
exterior water faucets.
Our temple clean team, Jeff Hiroo and Fred Pelger, continues to show unwelcome dirt and dust the exit sign.
Mike Shiogi, David Yotsuuye, Gary Ichinaga, Tom Hubbell, Tony Gregg, Rick Tanabe, and Del Sasaki help to
put the whammy to any insidious plans cooked up by those gremlins. Additionally, Bob Yoshioka and Tad
Kajimura are invaluable team members. Also, Kurt Osaka and Osaka Gardens continue to maintain the beauty
of the temple landscape.
~Dave

From the Membership Committee
The Membership Committee thanks those who have served as greeters this year. Of course, it’s pleasant to
greet visitors but it’s more than that, it’s very important in the life of the temple. For many visitors the welcome
they enjoy when they first visit us is their very first encounter with the Sangha, one of the Three Jewels.
Sharing the Dharma is the most compassionate thing we can do and for many visitors our welcome is their first
step on this path, so this is important work. The Membership Committee thanks all the greeters.
We hope of course that those who’ve been greeters can continue – please let the Membership Committee
know - and if you haven’t served as a greeter, please consider it (and not so that we have more greeters!). It’s
a really nice way to get ready for the service and as I said, it’s important. This temple is exceptionally open and
welcoming, and this is one way to continue that. And whether you have been a greeter already, or want to
start, or maybe even can’t, you can still help with suggestions on how we might do things better. Just get ahold
of June Weled, Tracy Ling or me, Jim Doyle. Thanks so much.
In Gassho, JIm
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General Memorial Service Years for 2019
1st Year - 2018
3rd Year - 2017
7th Year - 2013
13th Year - 2007

17th Year
25th Year
33rd Year
50th Year

- 2003
- 1995
- 1987
- 1970

January 2019:
7th Year
7th Year
13th Year
33rd Year

Sasaki, Shigeru John
Murakami, George
Sugimoto, Sarah
Takehara, Yutaro

Shaku Ji-Kai
Shaku Myo-Butsu
Shakuni Tei-Ryo
Shaku Chi-Ken

January 21, 2013
January 29, 2013
January 18, 2007
January 4, 1987

Sugiyama, Yoshiko
Masumoto, Mary Yoneko
Yoshida, Ben

Shakuni Jun-Ki
Shakuni Myo-ko
Shaku Ben-Nen

February 16, 2017
February 9, 2007
February 26, 2007

Tanbara, Kimiko
Abe, Katsuji
Nakamoto, Masaru

Shakuni Ji-Raku
Shaku Sho-Tai
Shaku Sho-Gan

March 21, 2017
March 25, 2013
March 17, 1987

February 2019:
3rd Year
13th Year
March 2019:
3rd Year
7th Year
33rd Year

Greeters:
Note: Please have new visitors sign in their name and give them the following booklets;
 Temple Information Booklet
 Messages from the Buddha (mini booklet with pale pink cover)
 1/2 page list of Temple activities
 “Want More Info.” (1/2 sheet form)
If you are not available on the day you are assigned, please find your replacement.
January

February

6
13
20
27
3
10
17
24

Kevin & Mayumi Ikeda
Tracy & Richard Ling
June Weled
Jill Case & Jeff Hiroo
Jim Doyle & Tony Gregg
Lynrae & Tom Hubbell
No Service
Yasuko Morita & Erin Berkey
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PING PONG Anyone?

We are interested in putting together an unofficial ping pong league at the temple and you are invited!
Currently, we are taking down names of those who would be interested in playing after services
downstairs.



This league will start soon after we measure the level of interest and determine if we have
enough interest.
We have two tables downstairs that can be utilized for this league and should be available
after services.


Access to these tables will be given on a first come/ first serve basis.
We are thinking about PAIRS & INDIVIDUAL Leagues where each team would contact the other in
order to ensure both teams will be at the temple after service.
More specifics to come.
If you are interested, please contact Bobby Yotsuuye. email: yotsuuye@outlook.com or
call: 253.927.1125.

Season’s Greetings
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Best wishes for a Happy
New Year!
-Alvin & Donna Sasaki
Have a great year!
-Jim Shimizu
Season’s Greetings!
-Ken & Lynne Tanino
Happy Holiday
-Shinobu & Kazuko Inoue
May your days be merry
and bright!
-The Lings
Happy Holidays
-Michael & Priscilla Shiogi
A safe and healthy holiday
season to all
-Jim Akagi
Live gratefully and
respectfully each
unrepeatable day. Aloha,
Mitsue Hanabusa

We wish you a Happy
Healthy Holidays!!! <3
-Elsie Taniguchi & Family
The best in 2019!
-Jerry & June & Erin
Have a Healthy & Happy
Holidays!
-Toyoko Nakagawara
Shinnen Omedeto!
-Ted & Martha Tamaki
No gifts for John Inge he’s
been very bad this year.
Happy Holidays
-Les & Fred
Thank you Lotus Class for a
beautifully conducted Bodhi
Day Service.
-the Weleds
Happy Holiday for many
many years
-Yasuko Morita
Merry Holidays and a
healthy 2019!
-(Patti) SPARKWong

Erin go Bragh
-The Inges
Happy Holidays!
-Jeff and Vivian Hiroo
Here is to a great 2019!
-Diane Taniguchi
Warm Wishes for your
Holiday Season
-Thelma Abe
Wishing everyone all the
best in 2019
-David & Kathy Yotsuuye
Wishing the Sangha a
healthy New Year!
-Merilee, George & Mia
Seasons Greetings and
Happy New year
-The Yoshitomis
Thank you, Les, for teaching us
how to create a beautiful floral
arrangement for the Onaijin.
Happy Holidays to All!
-The Berkey-Shimizus

~~~Thank you for supporting the YBA!!~~~

Hoonko Service
(Shinran Shonin Memorial)

of

January 13, 2019 @ 10 am
Ozenzai refreshment to
follow

Dharma School
Recognized Debby
Abe for her years
teaching.
Thank you!
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*January 2019
SUN

MON

TUE
1

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

NYD Service
10:00 AM
6 BEC mtg

7

8

Sangha Service 10 AM

Book Club

New Years Party

King's Books

Keiro Recognition

7:00 PM

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

22

23

24

25

26

30

31

Hoonko Svc
10:00 AM
Sukiyaki Mtg 830 AM
20

21

Sangha Service MYOKYO DEADLINE
Family Service
10:00 AM
27

28

29

Sangha Service 10 AM
Family Service
BWA NY Lunch

*February 2019
SUN

3

MON

4

TUE

5

WED

6

THU

7

Sangha Service

Book Club

Family Service

King's Books

10:00 AM
10

FRI

SAT

1

2

8

9

15

16

7:00 PM
11

12

13

14

NW District
Convention,1517

Nirvana Day
Pet Memorial
10:00 AM
17

18

No Service

MYOKYO DEADLINE

24

25

Sangha Service
Family Service
10:00 AM

19

26

20

21

27

28

22

23

12

Gingerbread houses
13

14

